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Resolved: That the House of Rep-

resentatives recognizes that lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer— 
LGBTQ—rights are human rights and 
are protected by the Constitution, the 
Constitution of the United States of 
America; recognizes that all Americans 
should be treated fairly and equally, 
regardless of sexual orientation or gen-
der identity. 

This is important, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause in this country today, in the 
United States of America today, we 
still have people who are being dis-
criminated against because of who they 
are. 

In the United States of America, 
there are still people who have rights 
that are accorded them under the Con-
stitution, very similar to my cir-
cumstances—not the same, but very 
similar, very similar, not the same, to 
my circumstances—wherein the rights 
that were accorded under the Constitu-
tion were denied by my fellow Ameri-
cans, and people today are having 
rights denied by their fellow Ameri-
cans. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. CICILLINE, DAVID 
CICILLINE, Representative CICILLINE, 
has a bill, H.R. 2282, the Equality Act. 
This bill has 195 cosponsors. This bill 
would address the inequalities that we 
see in America. 

Examples are always good. In this 
country, the Supreme Court has made 
marriage equality the law of the land. 
One would think that, if it is the law of 
the land, all persons who are married 
would be treated the same as all other 
persons who are married. All persons 
who happen to be of the LGBTQ com-
munity would be treated like I would 
be treated if I were married, as a per-
son who is not a member of the com-
munity, but an ally. 

That is not the case, Mr. Speaker. In 
the United States of America, if you 
are married and you are of the LGBTQ 
community and you wear your ring to 
work the next day and proudly an-
nounce that you are married, you can 
be fired. You can be fired for engaging 
in an act that is constitutional in the 
United States of America. 

Why? Because we have about 31 
States that have not clearly defined 
the fact that all persons are to be 
treated equally, endowed by their Cre-
ator with these certain inalienable 
rights, among them, life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness. All persons, 
this would include people who are of 
the LGBTQ community. But, unfortu-
nately, in a good many States, they 
can be fired for just showing up to 
work and announcing that they are of 
the LGBTQ community. 

Mr. Speaker, no one should be denied 
the right to work because of who the 
person happens to be when it is a law-
ful—lawful—status that you occupy. 
Marriage is lawful in this country. Peo-
ple ought not be punished for being 
married. 

People ought not be punished for 
their sexual orientation in this coun-
try. In this country, you can be denied 

service, certain services, because of 
your sexual orientation. One would 
think that we were long past the time 
when people would judge you and draw 
conclusions about who you are and 
what you represent simply because of 
your sexual orientation. 

Sexual orientation is not a limita-
tion on a person’s dignity, on a per-
son’s humanity. Sexual orientation 
does not divest a person of citizenship, 
does not divest a person of rights sup-
ported under the Constitution. Sexual 
orientation is but a means by which a 
person was born into this world. 

I believe that my God doesn’t make 
any junk. I believe that my God cre-
ated people purposefully and created 
them as they are to be who they are in 
a world where all persons should be 
treated equally, created equally by 
God, treated fairly and equally by hu-
manity. 

So since I believe this and I have had 
these experiences, it is appropriate 
that I stand here on the floor of the 
House of Representatives to say to the 
world that we as a great nation should 
not allow ourselves to continue to deny 
human rights and human dignity to 
people because of their status, a status 
that they were born with, a status that 
the Supreme Court recognizes, a status 
that is to be protected under the Con-
stitution of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

I am proud to stand here and take up 
the challenge and the cause. I am a 
person who believes that, until we have 
paid the debts to others for the work 
that they have done to accord us our 
freedom, we still have a job to do. 
There is still great work to be done. 

I didn’t get here because of my work 
alone. I didn’t get here because I am 
the person who ought to have this posi-
tion. There were people who sacrificed 
and made it possible for me to have 
this opportunity. There were people 
who surrendered their lives so that I 
would have the opportunity to stand 
here tonight. 

So I owe a debt, and I am standing 
here tonight to continue to repay the 
debt I owe to others who made it pos-
sible for me to have the rights and 
enjoy the rights—to be more specific, 
enjoy the rights—that I enjoy in this 
country, and I want others to enjoy 
these rights as well. 

This is not to say that all of the dis-
crimination against African Americans 
is over and the world is a perfect place. 
It is not. But it is perfect enough for 
me to come to the floor of the House of 
Representatives and stand for justice 
for others just as persons have stood 
for justice for me. 

So I thank you for the time, Mr. 
Speaker. It has been time well spent, in 
my opinion. I am honored that this res-
olution has been presented. I am hon-
ored that it has cosponsors—26. 

My prayer is that one day the House 
of Representatives will pass this reso-
lution; my prayer is that one day Mr. 
BROWN’s resolution will pass in the 
Senate; and my prayer is that one day 

this President will issue a proclama-
tion, if you will, a resolution of a sort, 
recognizing June as Pride Month, 
LGBTQ Pride Month. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported that on June 27, 2017, she pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States, for his approval, the following 
bill: 

H.R. 1238. To amend the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 to make the Assistant Sec-
retary of Homeland Security for Health Af-
fairs responsible for coordinating the efforts 
of the Department of Homeland Security re-
lated to food, agriculture, and veterinary de-
fense against terrorism, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 42 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, June 29, 2017, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee: Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. H.R. 91. A bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to make permanent 
the pilot program on counseling in retreat 
settings for women veterans newly separated 
from service in the Armed Forces (Rept. 115– 
197). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MCCAUL: Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. H.R. 2825. A bill to amend the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 to make certain 
improvements in the laws administered by 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for 
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 
115–198). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York (for herself, Mr. KING of 
New York, Ms. MAXINE WATERS of 
California, Mr. ROYCE of California, 
and Ms. MOORE): 

H.R. 3089. A bill to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to ensure that persons who 
form corporations or limited liability com-
panies in the United States disclose the ben-
eficial owners of those corporations or lim-
ited liability companies, in order to prevent 
wrongdoers from exploiting United States 
corporations and limited liability companies 
for criminal gain, to assist law enforcement 
in detecting, preventing, and punishing ter-
rorism, money laundering, and other mis-
conduct involving United States corpora-
tions and limited liability companies, and 
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